[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]If your child is in 2nd 3rd, 4th or 5th GRADE…



Welcome to our elementary program!
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When children reach 2nd grade, they are ready for full involvement in the life of the church, 

both as participants and as leaders.  Their role in our faith community is vitally important to 

all of us. Third Grade is a milestone year when children receive a Bible as a gift from their church.

In the GROW rotation Sunday School program, teams of gifted volunteer teachers provide a 

stimulating and nurturing environment where children can grow in faith while enjoying interactions 

with their peers and adult leaders.  The various workshop lessons are based on the lectionary scriptures read in worship, allowing the whole family to share a common theme for each season.  

GROW meets in an exciting environment in the Jones Building basement.

Supervision at transition times is provided by our professional childcare staff; these experienced caregivers receive annual safety, first aid and CPR training.  In addition, all staff members and volunteers in contact with children are required to complete the Safe Sanctuary training process which includes a background check. 

Children are encouraged to attend worship services with their family, and if they are not ready to stay for the entire service, they are welcome to exit during the 2nd hymn for Children’s Church in the Jones Building.  Sunday School meets during the 9:45 hour.  During the worship services, children’s bulletins are provided (the green one is designed for elementary ages) based on the gospel reading of the day.  

Elementary children’s choirs, Wesley Singers (1st & 2nd grades) and St. Paul’s Choristers (3rd grade and older), meet during the 11:05 service.  
Here’s the Sunday morning schedule for 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th grades:

   8:30  Worship service; children in elementary school are encouraged to attend worship with their family. 

   9:45
The GROW Sunday School hour begins in the Jones Building basement (stairs are near the plaza 
entrance, and an elevator is near the Fannin St. door.) Parents are asked to sign-in on the clipboard. 
When entering the basement, a sign identifies the classroom for each grade level that morning.

 10:45
When picking up your child from Sunday School, sign-out on the same form, either at the classroom 
door or near the entrance to the playground, depending upon the time of pick-up.  For every child’s 
safety, we cannot release children to other adults or allow them to meet you at another location. 

 11:05
During the worship service, children’s choirs rehearse (see below) and occasionally provide music 
for this service and other special services or events.  

Children are welcome to participate in children’s choirs regardless of musical background. Wesley Singers (1st & 2nd grades) rehearse immediately after Sunday School at 10:45. The Choristers attend the first part of the 11:05 worship service with their families and exit during the 2nd hymn for choir rehearsal.  Both choirs meet in the basement of the Sanctuary building, Room S-106. All singers may participate in the “Voice for Life” curriculum.     

You are invited to participate in parenting seminars, Kids Night Out and any other program at the church.  A number of our annual and seasonal celebrations are designed especially for elementary children, and on many occasions, children assume the major leadership roles.  Check the children’s newsletter and website (www.stpaulshouston.org) regularly for details about a variety of enriching opportunities. Childcare for church meetings and gatherings throughout the week can also be scheduled by prior arrangement. Contact Ellen Edwards, Director of Children’s Ministry, or any staff member for additional information.  We look forward to being a part of your family’s life and will value your child’s unique contributions to our church family. 

